WORK SESSION
APRIL 11, 2016

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly Work Session on Monday, April 11, 2016, beginning at 5:30 PM at the Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and Council members Armour, Armour, Mahoney, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors were Debbie Anderson, Ricky Fanning, Marcus Dill, Charles Jackson, Judy Anderson, Norris Ware, Newton Gunter, Pam Gunter, Hilda Wright, Kendra Dill, Linda Anderson, Ashley Barnett, Ray Owens, Bill Branan, Susan C. Branan, Michael O. Horgan, Brian Najuch, Thomas Hall, Mary Burt, Brenda Mitchell, Annie R. Wilkinson, M.V. Booker, Sim Dill, Jr., Deputy Johnny Crookham, Richard Crabbe and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

Mayor Barnett called the meeting to order.

City Administrator Bailey advised that items listed on the Work Session agenda required no vote, so she would just discuss items during regular meeting.  Bailey did advise that one item will need to be added to the Regular meeting agenda; a use of square request for the National Day of Prayer on May 5, 2016.

City Attorney Fleming distributed to council a proposed policy for council review for employee education/tuition reimbursement.  Fleming advised that should council adopt this policy, it would then also require some budget consideration.  The proposed policy should set a yearly maximum for reimbursement and would be available to full-time employees through an application submitted to the City Administrator.  Applications for reimbursement should be for education improving the employee’s job position.  For full reimbursement, an employee would have to work five years.  

Policy will be discussed further at the May meeting of council.

Council member Rainey advised that the event held at the School Street Park on April 9, was a success.  Rainey commented on the condition of the park and discussed the repair/maintenance figures distributed to council on monies spent on the School Street Park.  Rainey asked about the repair to the basketball courts and was advised by Mayor Barnett that due to water damage to the existing court, repairs were done in a manner to stop water damage and still blend into the concrete apron around court.  Rainey also mentioned a need for water at the park.  City Administrator Bailey advised that water at the park has already been looked into and would be connected in the near future.

Rainey asked about some type of award to recognize citizens who show an outstanding involvement in the community; such as Mr. Cobb and the event he sponsored at School Street Park.

Rainey also advised that she had spoken with city auditors and would be making requests for budget information/expenses for review.

Rainey also noted that she felt the city could do a better job on transparency matters, citing the installation of gym equipment at city hall.

Council member Mahoney advised that items he would like to discuss could be handled in Regular meeting.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  On motion by T. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 6 to 0 to enter into an Executive Session to discuss a personnel/legal matter listed on the regular meeting agenda at 5:50 PM.

On motion by Rainey, second by Mahoney, council approved 6 to 0 to re-convene in open session at 6:07 PM.

City Attorney Fleming gave report that one personnel/legal matter was discussed in executive session with no final action taken.

On motion by Scarborough, second by R. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 to have Mayor Barnett sign an Executive Session affidavit.

ADJOURNMENT:  Work Session adjourned at 6:08 PM.
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