








WORK SESSION
APRIL 14, 2014

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly work session on Monday, April 14, 2014, at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett, council members R. Armour, T. Armour, Cullars, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Crawford, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present included:  Charles Wagner, Hilda Wright, Barbara Bacon, Joseph Willis, Jeremy Frasier, Norris Ware, Darius Jenkins, Jane Echols, Tracie Burris, Tom Urban, Robbie Ross, Lawrence Burton, Charles Green, Marie Hall, Annie R. Wilkinson, Mandy Jackson, Kelly Powell, Horace Jordon, Brenda Mitchell, Newton Gunter, Pam Gunter, Clara Sutton, Sim Dill, Terry Diggs, Michele Hamlin, M.V. Booker, Kimberlyn Davis, Evelyn Gordon, Brenda Hill, Ebony Ferrell, Jackie Davis, Al Moore, Sallie Tanksley, Charlie Gordon, Frances Gordon, Shameco Tutt, Blake Thompson, Yoshe Jenkins, Daria Jenkins, Richard Crabbe, and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT:  Administrator Crawford gave council information on two pieces of property being offered for city purchase to expand Rest Haven Cemetery.  It was noted that neither property borders existing cemetery property.  After discussion concerning the recent opening of some 140 lots near the old Georgia Avenue section, the purchase of these offered properties was delayed.

Administrator Crawford also distributed to council the official procedure for sale of municipal property as information.

Administrator Crawford reviewed with council information on electric and water utility charges for Wills Memorial Hospital.  The city’s profit on 2013 electric service provided to Wills Memorial was $7557.90.

City Administrator Crawford also provided council with the city policy on required installation of backflow preventers.  This policy was established in 1997.

City Administrator Crawford also advised council that a $10,000 donation had been made by Foxwood for site improvements to Simpson Park.  Main Street Director Joe Willis has a copy of the agreement on use of these funds.

City Staff has made inquiries on the handling of payroll direct deposit at local banks.

Administrator Crawford advised that some 19 applications had been received for the City Administrator position.  Application deadline is Friday, April 18, 2014.

TUTT:  Council member Tutt advised that he will bring motions on two electric issues that he discussed at last month’s meeting.  These items were referred back to the electric committee which did not meet on these issues prior to the April meeting.

 Tutt also asked that City Attorney give council some information on a tree on Short Street private property that is causing some maintenance issues in the cemetery.  After discussion, this matter will be referred to the Tree Board.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars reminded those present of a signup sheet for Community Volunteers that is at City Hall.  Only two volunteers have signed up at this point, Council members Cullars and Tutt.

MAYOR BARNETT:  Mayor Barnett advised that information was included in the council packets for two fire hydrants located at Berry Plastics.  This is work that was identified as part of the ISO review.

Mayor Barnett also reviewed 2013 Budget Adjustments with council.  These adjustments must be approved by council as part of the 2013 Annual City Audit.

ADJOURNMENT:  Work session adjourned at 5:40 PM.
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