







WORK SESSION
MAY 11, 2015

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly Work Session on Monday, May 11, 2015, beginning at 5 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Cullars, Rainey and Scarborough.  Council member Tutt was not present.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present were:  Judy Anderson, Norris Ware, Joseph Willis, Charles Wagner, Barbara Bacon, Annie R. Wilkinson, Debbie Anderson, Hilda Wright, Terry Diggs, Michele Hamlin, Charles Jackson, Margie Burke, Frances Truitt, Sim Dill, Jr., Clara Sutton and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

City Administrator Bailey advised that during the regular meeting she would seek approval for use of the square by the Chamber of Commerce on July 3, 2015 for the annual fireworks event.  Bailey will also seek approval of a Proclamation honoring National Public Works Week, May 17 – 22, 2015.

Bailey further advised that a Succession Plan was included in council meeting packets.  Council members voiced some concern that the Assistant Administrator position was not addressed in the succession plan.  After some discussion, council members will mark/note changes to get these back to the City Administrator for inclusion and the plan will be updated and presented at a later meeting of council.

Mayor Barnett advised that he will appoint Council member R. Armour to re-place Henry Harris, Jr., on the Cemetery Committee.

City Attorney Fleming reviewed the proposed Dog Ordinance with council.  Attorney Fleming noted that proposed Sec. 10-32. – Care and Treatment of Dogs is a new section; part of Sec. 10-33 – Running at large (a) dealing with dogs being properly restrained is a new section; and Sec. 10-34 – Registration is a new section.

Council members discussed Sec. 10-34 – Registration at some length and whether registration should be limited to dogs or should it also include cats; should it be once per animal/pet or should it be annual.  There was also discussion on limits on litters per year and possible breeding permits.

Mayor Barnett also advised there had been some discussion about a spay/neuter program for dogs/cats beginning with some 200 per year.  It was thought that this might be a three to five year program.  Mayor Barnett also advised that Barbara Bacon had advised that there was some grant monies to assist in spay/neuter programs.

This proposed ordinance will be studied further before adoption.

Council member Rainey asked about the opening date for the city pool, which will be Memorial Day weekend, May 23, 2015.

Rainey also asked about a meeting scheduled for May 13, 2015, for a discussion with Foxwood residents about utility bills.

Work session adjourned at 5:28 PM.
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