

















WORK SESSION
MAY 14, 2012
The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held a work session on Monday, May 14, 2012, beginning at 5 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.
Present were:  Mayor Barnett, Council members Armour, Cullars, Harris, Rainey, Scarborough and Council member Tutt joined the meeting at 5:30 PM.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming and Police Chief Glenn.
Visitors present included:  Carol Cartledge, Betty Slaton, Barbara Ricciuti, Charles Wagner, Jenny Clarke, Martha Read, Judy Anderson, Reba Brown, Sue Davidson, Charles Jackson, Olivia Jackson, Sarah Davis, Jane Newsome, Norris Ware, Ann Tanner, Patsy Winn, Kenneth Echols, Linda Echols, Rachel Jackson, Edward Franklin, Annie R. Wilkinson, Carrington Tutt, Shameco Tutt, Barbara Bacon, Gregg Wilkinson, John Horton, Rosemary Hopkins, David Jenkins, Joseph Willis, Hilda Wright, Javin Glenn, Billy Hopkins, Sim Dill, Mildred Hudson, M.V. Booker, Mary Burt, Ruth Rogers, Tom Wells, Melanie Wells, Michael Horgan, Charles Leverette and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.
David Jenkins gave an update on economic development issues:  the Norman Street CDBG continues with Ann Floyd of the RDC working with property owners; the 2008 CHIP has one house currently undergoing renovation/re-construction; the city website is up and running; the Community Service event went well the past weekend; and, work continues with attracting businesses related to the Caterpillar expansion.
Council member Rainey asked the status of the CSRA EOA contract and was advised that the contract has been sent to EOA.  
Rainey reported an issue at the Tate Street cemetery with dead animals and paint on headstones.  Rainey further clarified that employment positions will be coordinated with the committee concerned with involved department.  Rainey asked that the city seriously look into “green initiatives” –perhaps using the GMA model.  Rainey also advised that she had reviewed the minutes from the electric committee meeting and would like for council to consider lowering the interest penalty for all citizens from 10% to 5% and to consider senior citizens anyone 60 years of age.  Rainey asked that the city use $0 based budgeting beginning with the 2013 budget process and to further consider privatizing Callaway Plantation.  Rainey requested further that the city consider abolishing the current Ethics Policy.
Council member Cullars asked if the fine tickets related to GSP stops within the city limits are being sent to Municipal Court.  City Administrator Eskew advised that the city believes that is now happening.
Cullars further advised that he had received several calls from elderly citizens that were concerned that they were no longer getting “well fare” calls.  City Administrator Eskew advised that during the 2012 budget process the fee for the Standards Foundation was eliminated—and that the city never received any reports from the Foundation as to whom and when “well fare” calls were made.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  On motion Cullars, second by Armour, council voted 5 to 0 to enter into an executive session to received information from the City Attorney about a legal matter.
Mayor and Council convened in executive session at 5:23 PM.
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