WORK SESSION
JUNE 8, 2015

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly Work Session, on June 8, 2015, beginning at 5 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Cullars and Rainey.  Council members Scarborough and Tutt were not present.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Adam Nelson.

Visitors present were Norris Ware, Joseph Willis, Charles Jackson, Charles Wagner, Judy Anderson, Barbara Bacon, Tiffany Rainey, Clara Sutton, Ronnie Futch, Doeesa Gresham, Mary A. Harris, Jessica Hayes, Margie Burke, Alec George, June George, Loretta Fanning, Sim Dill, Jr., Newton Gunter, Pam Gunter, Jeanelle Ashmore, Annie R. Wilkinson, M.V. Booker, Fulani Doughty, Francine Doughty, Marcus Dill and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

Mayor Barnett advised that during the regular meeting he would seek approval for the appointment of Mary Newsome to the DDA Board.  It was noted that Sherman Gartrell and Ed Franklin had both resigned from the DDA Board due to personal business obligations.

Mayor Barnett also advised that he would seek approval of Ann Stewart and Charlie Wagner to the Housing Authority Board.  Mrs. Stewart would be a re-appointment and Mr. Wagner would replace O.A. Denard who resigned due to health issues.

Mayor Barnett advised that milling and paving of Business 78/GA 10 should begin within the next month.

Mayor Barnett urged citizens to support the upcoming July 3rd fireworks.

Mayor Barnett also noted that due to the Annual MEAG meeting in July, the July council meeting would be moved to the 3rd Monday in July; July 20, 2015.

City Administrator Bailey reviewed with council the 2014 Budget Amendments with council.  These are the final amendments needed in order for the auditors to submit the audit to the State.  These amendments reflect changes made by council in the operation of the Police and 911 Departments.

Bailey also discussed a 2015 Budget amendment to increase the compensation of the Animal Control officer.  This amendment will bring the Animal Control officer up to the same level as previous Animal Control contract.

Bailey discussed with council the changes made to the proposed Animal Control Ordinance as it relates to care and treatment of dogs and the registration of dogs.  It was discussed that Section 10-32 and 33 would go into effect upon adoption and language in Section 10-34 and 35 would allow for enforcement beginning January 2016.  Attorney Nelson advised that these ordinance updates would give law enforcement officials and animal control officers the tools they need to properly handle dog issues.

Bailey also reviewed with council a proposed Inter-Governmental Contract between the City/County and PDA to provide financing for the Hospital.  The property and buildings located at 212 Hospital Drive and 119 Gordon Street will be used to secure the debt.

Bailey reviewed with council the proposed Solar Power Rates as designed by ECG.  Council recently approved a Solar Power Contract developed by ECG.  It was noted that the GA National Guard is nearing completion of its solar power project and that Solar Power Rates should be in place before the completion of this project.

Bailey discussed with council the changes made to the Succession Plan since the May meeting of council.  After further discussion, council will provide Bailey with comments and direction prior to the July meeting.

Council member Cullars commented on a brochure included in the meeting packet from the Chamber of Commerce and advised that the Palace Bar and Grill had been left off of the brochure.

Cullars questioned City Administrator Bailey on a recent situation involving the Municipal Court Clerk and former Police Chief Glenn.  Cullars referenced City Ordinance 2-71, which provides that the Administrator inform both Mayor and Council of employee actions.  Cullars expressed displeasure that the situation was reported in the newspaper before council had been advised.

This matter is still part of a GBI on-going investigation.

Work Session adjourned at 5:43 PM.
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