












[bookmark: _GoBack]WORK SESSION
JUNE 10, 2019


The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly Work Session on Monday, June 10, 2019, beginning at 3 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Cullars and Scarborough.  Council member Tutt joined the meeting at 3:33 PM.  Council member Mahoney was not present.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present are listed in the minutes of the Appeal Hearing held on June 10, 2019.

Mayor Barnett advised that he would ask council to re-consider the change in the hours of operation for establishments serving alcohol.  Council discussed possible change of hours and generally agreed to move the 3 AM closing time to 2 AM.

Mayor Barnett also advised that he would ask for reconsideration of the proposed curfew ordinance with curfew being from 12 AM until 6 PM with the current guidelines for exceptions in place.  Barnett had talked with the Sheriff about this ordinance and the Sheriff did not think that it cost any additional money to have the curfew in place.  Minors would be taken to the Sheriff’s office and a parent would be called.  

Council member Cullars said that he did not feel that we had a juvenile problem and that the curfew would target the wrong group of people.  Cullars requested that a community meeting be scheduled.

Barnett advised that he would seek approval of Lori Branson and B.J. de Golian to the Mary Willis Library Board to replace Barbara Hearn and Margaret Norris.

City Administrator Bailey advised council of three City/County contracts; two of which are auto-renewed with no changes (Fire and Sheriff) and the Building Inspection contract with a $5000 increase on the County payments plus up to $1200 for training fees.

Bailey advised that the Mary Willis Library Summer Reading program event will be held on July 23 and a request to block off portions of E Liberty and Jefferson Street for the event.

Bailey advised council of the 2018 final budget adjustments which were included in council packets.  The City was actually under budget for the 2018 budget year, but these adjustments will bring each division into balance.  2018 Audit must be submitted to the state by June 30, 2019.

Bailey reviewed with council a proposed T.I.P. hotline service from WeTip.  The business has operated since 1972 with no sources revealed.  We call will be handled entirely by WeTip, with WeTip notifying the proper authorities.  This contract would cost $500 annually.  It was noted that the Sheriff’s Department does not have a tip line; only a 9-1-1 service.

Bailey reported that she had received a petition for speed bumps on Alabama Street and if approved by council, the installation will be done after proper advertisement.  Council member Cullars questioned if the petition had the required 90% resident signatures.

Bailey reported a request for use of the square on October 5, 2019 for a bluegrass band to be hosted by the Blackstock wedding party.  The wedding will be held at the Mary Willis Library with the reception at the Fitzpatrick Hotel.  The square would not be blocked off for this event.

Bailey further reported requests for use of city property on July 4 by Peggy West for the July 4 Walking Parade beginning at 8 AM on the square and also for July 4th  at the School Street Park for an event hosted by Roxeanne Cobb.

Bailey also reminded council that a decision would need to be made concerning the July regular meeting of council which is in conflict with the MEAG annual meeting dates.

City Attorney Fleming reviewed with council an extension agreement allowing work to continue on the Service Delivery Agreement with an extended filing date of October 31, 2019.

City Attorney Fleming also reported a proposed land swap agreement between the City and Lisa Acree for land adjoining Rest Haven Cemetery near Georgia Avenue.  It has been determined that this swap would be beneficial to the city.

City Attorney Fleming reported that there is work in progress on HB512 for guidelines on the application of waste products applied to land.  
If approved this bill would go into effect this summer.

Council member Scarborough reported that the Parks and Recreation Board and the Boys and Girls Club of the CSRA had reached an agreement for the Boys and Girls Club to operate the Parks and Recreation Department through August 2021.  Mr. Jones will stay on for a one year period as this transition happens.  The B&GC will continue all existing programs and expand other programs.  The Parks & Recreation Board will still be active.  The agreement askes that the City and County continue budget contributions through 2021.

Work Session adjourned at 3:44 PM.
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