WORK SESSION
SEPTEMBER 8, 2014

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly work session on Monday, September 8, 2014, beginning at 5 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were:  Mayor Barnett and council members R. Armour, T. Armour and Scarborough.  Council member Cullars joined the meeting at 5:40 PM, council member Tutt joined the meeting at 5:43 PM and Council member Rainey joined the meeting at 5:47 PM.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors included:  Barbara Ricciuti, Charles Wagner, David Toburen, Barbara Bacon, Norris Ware, Joe Willis, Judy Anderson, Ashley Barnett, Sim Dill, Jr., Loretta Fanning, 
Marilyn OGarrette, Debbie Anderson, Newton Gunter, Phyllis Scarborough, Mildred Hackney, Blake Thompson, M.V. Booker, Shameco Tutt, Carrington Tutt, Lanisha Jenkins, Annie R. Wilkinson, Robbie Ross of WLOV radio and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

SHERIFF MARK MOORE:  Sheriff Moore advised council that things were going smoothly and that all calls are being answered.  There are two deputies assigned to the city at all times—though some county responses may be necessary.  Sheriff Moore advised that it was not his intention to make a monthly report to council, but that open records requests could be made at any time.  The department will continue to provide security at council meetings.

Council advised Sheriff Moore that they had only heard positive feedback on the job done by the Sheriff’s Department.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR REPORTS:  City Administrator Bailey advised that during the regular meeting of council that she would seek approval of a MEAG Competitive Trust signature resolution, an ECG voting delegates resolution and a GMEBS Health/Life resolution.  A copy of each resolution was included in the council packets.

Bailey also advised that an updated Pope Center Rental agreement form was included in each packet and that she would seek council approval of same.  Council approval for sale of city property will also be sought along with council approval to negotiate purchase of cemetery property.  A current police inventory was also included in each packet.

Bailey also presented to council a cost savings analysis on the retirement plan after removal of the police and 911 departments.  An additional COLA cost savings was also presented for council consideration.

COUNCIL REPORTS:
R. AMOUR:  Council member Armour had included a proposed dress code for council meetings in each council packet.  Armour reported that many elected bodies had an approved dress code and that this was something that could be considered for future approval.

Council member Cullars asked for the name of any citizen who had requested an approved dress code as he felt that any dress code would be an effort to restrict his ability to wear some expressive t-shirts.

T. ARMOUR:  Council member Armour advised that he would seek approval during the regular meeting of council an amendment to Section 2-234 of the Code of Ordinances which will establish fees for the filing of ethics complaints by council members.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

On motion by T. Armour, second by Scarborough, council approved 3 to 2 to enter into executive session to discuss a legal and personnel matter at 5:45 PM.  Council members Cullars and Tutt voted against the motion.

On motion by Scarborough, second by T. Armour, council approved 6 to 0 to re-enter open session.

City Attorney Fleming gave report that two personnel, two legal matters and two real estate matters were discussed in executive session, with no final action being taken.

On motion by Tutt, second by Cullars, council approved 6 to 0 to have Mayor Barnett sign an Executive Session Affidavit.

ADJOURNMENT:  Work session adjourned at 6:15 PM.
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