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The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly Work Session on Monday, September 12, 2016, beginning at 5:30 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and council members Armour, Armour, Rainey and Scarborough.  Council member Mahoney joined the meeting at 5:36 PM.  Council member Tutt was absent due to illness.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present included:  Charles Wagner, Ricky Fanning, Debbie Anderson, Gladys Reese, Will Cullars, Judy Anderson, Marcus Dill, Kendra Dill, Robbie Hardigree, Jack Heard, M.V. Booker, Rev. Thomas Hall, Clara Sutton, Sim Dill, Annie R. Wilkinson, Johnny Crookham and Kip Burke of the News Reporter.

Mayor’s Comments:  Mayor Barnett advised that he will seek council approval for the appointment of Sabrina Maddox to the URA Board to replace M.V. Booker for a three year term.  Booker resigned due to a conflict with her serving as the Chair of the Housing Authority Board.

City Administrator:  City Administrator Bailey advised of several requests for use of square; WW Cheerleaders on 9-29-16 for a pep rally before the Tigers/Red Devils game and the Beta Sigma Phi Nancy Long walk on 10-22-16.  Bailey also reported requests for road closures on 10-13-16 for the Homecoming Parade on Robert Toombs Avenue and from Janet Pharr for a wedding on 10-08-16 for a part of Court Street from Jefferson Street to the Farmers State Bank from 1:30 to 3:15 PM.   Bailey will submit necessary forms to the GA DOT for road closure.

Bailey advised council that she had received notice from FEMA that some $3596.00 has been approved for reimbursement of flood water damage.  This is only one part of the items submitted for reimbursement and that more reimbursement dollars are expected.

City Attorney:  City Attorney Fleming reviewed with council a proposed ordinance update to regulate fireworks on city property.  This ordinance mirrors state law and is for consumer purchased fireworks.

Attorney Fleming also reviewed with council a proposed Sidewalk Cafes ordinance.  This ordinance would allow restaurants holding an alcohol license to have small tables and chairs set up on the sidewalk and also serve alcoholic beverages at those tables.  Council asked for more detail to be added to the proposed ordinance; which Attorney Fleming made note of.

Council member Travis Armour voiced concern that these types of sidewalk cafes were not needed in Washington and particularly voiced concern with children’s activities around the square.

Voter Registrar Debbie Anderson advised those present of the meeting to be held on September 27, 2016, beginning at 6 PM at the Edward Pope Center with local State Representatives to go over the proposed amendments to the Georgia Constitution which will be on the November ballot.

Work Session adjourned at 5:57 PM
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