WORK SESSION

OCTOBER 31, 2011

The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held a work session on Monday, October 31, 2011, 5:30 PM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.  Mayor W. E. Burns presided.

Present were:  Mayor Burns, Council members Cullars, Harris, Pope and Rainey.  Council member Barnett joined the meeting at 6:37 PM.  Also present were City Administrator Eskew, City Clerk Danner, City Attorney Fleming, Barbara Bacon and Joseph Willis.

Also present were Patricia Wilder, Travis Armour, Mike Scarborough and Fulani Doughty.

RUSHER STREET UPDATES

Community Housing Director Barbara Bacon updated council on the status of the Rusher Street project.  The infrastructure is complete; two houses are under construction; four additional loan closing should happen within the next three months; planned fencing along the back side of properties facing Whitehall Street; local purchasing by contractor; day laborers needed by contractor; and, neighborhood initiatives.

MAIN STREET UPDATES

Joseph Willis outlined the progress of the City’s website and advised that he is still in the gathering data phase.  Website was purchased with GEFA funds.

WATER PLANT REHAB UPDATE

City Administrator Eskew advised that the Skull Shoals plant should be substantially complete by August 2012; Aonia Plant work must be scheduled so that plant will be in operation during the months May through October; and, contract should be totally complete by April 2013.
COUNCIL COMMENTS:

HARRIS:  Council member Harris reported that he and Council member Cullars had looked at the shrubs along Lexington Avenue that were cut from the sidewalk and would have a report ready for the November council meeting.

Harris asked that the Mayor schedule a meeting of the Cemetery Committee.  Harris also asked that consideration be given to appointing ex-officio members or alternate members to some committees so that a quorum may be maintained at committee meetings; and, further asked the status of new appointments to the URA Board.

POPE:  Council member Pope asked about the possibility of the City offering a reward for information on the person(s) involved in recent vandalism of Rest Haven Cemetery.  Pope was advised that the Police Department has already set up a fund.

BARNETT:  Council member Barnett asked the status on revenue reports from Pope Center rentals.

RAINEY:  Council member Rainey discussed the purpose of council work sessions.  Rainey also asked about having ordinance and/or budget items presented twice before a vote from council.

CULLARS:  Council member Cullars asked the City Attorney for clarification on having a Council member repair Christmas decorations as discussed at the October meeting of Council.  Attorney Fleming advised that this was a “grey” area in state law.  It was noted that Council member Harris is not doing the work or billing the city in any way; however, his son is doing the work.  After discussion, Council member Harris advised that he would have his son discontinue any repair work to the decorations.

Cullars reported an ongoing problem with a car wash in the Whitehall area.

Cullars reported receiving many complaints about a police officer and requested a community meeting with the police committee and Chief Glenn at the 
Pope Center.  Mayor Burns requested that a meeting of the Police Committee and Chief Glenn to determine the meaning of racial profiling:  this meeting was scheduled for November 7, 2011, 9 AM in the Council Chambers of City Hall.

Cullars asked that Mayor Burns identify members of the Senior Board and the Parks and Recreation Board at the upcoming November meeting.

Cullars asked that the city consider handling the absentee and early voting in future city elections.

Cullars requested that the city again consider participating in some GED costs for persons needing assistance in the testing fees.

Cullars asked why a dis-orderly conduct charge had not been filed against the person(s) involved in a recent meeting disturbance.

Cullars asked if City Administrator Eskew had identified the requested 8% reduction in proposed 2012 budget.
MAYOR’S COMMENT

Mayor Burns requested that the Callaway Plantation and Museum budgets be looked at closely during budget process.  Mayor Burns also discussed tax millage rates.

Mayor Burns reported a request from the County that the City match their approved budget item of $15,000 per year for the next five years for work to progress at the St. Joseph’s property.  This property is the proposed site of an Athens Tech satellite campus.
ADJOURNMENT:  On motion by Pope, second by Barnett, council approved adjournment at 7:51 PM.

                                                   _______________________________________MAYOR

                                                   _______________________________________CLERK
