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The Mayor and City Council of the City of Washington, Georgia, held their regular monthly Work Session, on Monday, November 14, 2016, beginning at 5:30 PM at the Edward Pope Conference Center.  Mayor Ames Barnett presided.

Present were Mayor Barnett and Council Members Armour, Armour, Mahoney, Rainey, Scarborough and Tutt.  Also present were City Administrator Bailey, City Clerk Danner and City Attorney Fleming.

Visitors present included Ricky Fanning, Charles Jackson, Ashley Barnett, Adrienne Anderson, Johnny Williams, Mary Burt, Ann Tanner, Kendra Dill, Marcus Dill, Sim Dill, Blake Thompson, Annie R. Wilkinson, Brenda Mitchell, Clara Sutton, M.V. Booker, Geraldine Dill and Sparky Newsome of the News Reporter.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:  Mayor Barnett advised that he would seek approval for appointments to the URA Board for Courtney Campbell and Sharon Jones.  An appointment to the Housing Authority Board will be made at the December meeting of council.

Barnett advised that work on the downtown square continues and should be completed in time for the Christmas tree lighting on November 22, 2016 at 6:30 PM.  Candlelight shopping is also the evening of November 22nd.

Mayor Barnett advised that the city will discontinue the convenience fees charged for online credit card payments of utility bills.  This is a programming matter and may take some time to remove the fees.

Mayor Barnett reminded of the Christmas Parade on December 10, 2016, at 7 PM.

CITY ADMINISTRATOR UPDATE:  City Administrator Bailey advised that she will seek approval to request a road closure for the December 10, 2016, Christmas Parade of Lights.

CITY ATTORNEY REPORT:  City Attorney Fleming presented to council a proposed ordinance restricting the storage and parking of recreation vehicles, trailers and other vehicles.  After some discussion, council requested that Building Official Toto meet with council on this issue at the December meeting of council.

MAHONEY:  Council member Mahoney voiced concern with a DOT Enhancement grant of $30,000 which required a match of some estimated $68,000 in city funds.  At the October budget planning meeting, council had discussed the possibility of declining this grant.  Mahoney stated that most paving in 2016 had been in District 2.  Mahoney requested estimated figures allocated for paving in 2017 and that those dollars be spent in the District 1 area.

Council member Rainey advised that the city should never decline grant money.

ADJOURNMENT:  The Work Session adjourned at 5:56 PM.
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